
PREVIEW: Primary Election 2012 
Maricopa County Elections Community Network Meeting 
July 24th, 2012 



Topics 
• Federal Court Order on Gonzalez v. 

State of Arizona (Prop 200 case) 

• Primary Primer 

• Registration Activity 

• Outreach Efforts 

• Early Voting 

• Recruitment & Training 

• Polling Places 



Gonzalez v.  
State of Arizona 



Gonzalez v. State of Arizona 
(Prop 200 case) 

• On July 11th the 
Court ordered the 
acceptance of 
Federal Voter 
Registration Forms 
even if they did not 
contain citizenship 
documentation: 

• This DOES NOT 
impact the state 
form. 



What does that look like? 

www.eac.gov 







ID Number: HAVA  
• Many states use the 

standard HAVA 
requirement of a unique 
number: 



ID Number:   
• While others require the full SSN: 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sort of: 



Link to 
the EAC 



Link to 
the EAC 



Federal Form Distribution 
• The public can access the form online. 

• MCED does not print these forms 
(never have), but will have them 
available on an individual basis for any 
voter who requests one for their own 
use. 

• Requests for multiples of the federal 
form will be referred to SOS. 

• MCED will continue standard dispersal 
of the state form, which we have 
always printed and made available. 



Process 
• No Documentation: 

– Fed: Accepted 

– State: Rejected 

• Lacking non-citizenship related information: 

– Fed: Suspense, letter sent 

– State: Suspense, letter sent 

• MVD Interface?: 

– Fed: Yes 

– State: Yes 

• MVD  data shows ineligible: 

– Fed: Letter sent for confirmation 

– State: Rejected 

 

 

Same process 

Same process 



Chart Legend 

• Total= Total new registrations 

• DL Provided= DL number used 
to validate citizenship via MVD 

• No Doc= Form submitted 
without citizenship documented 

• Authorized= MCED staff 
validated citizenship via birth 
certificate, passport, or 
naturalization certificate 
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Rejected Federal Forms by Year: January 2006 – July 2012 
(A separate chart due to small quantities—notice the Y Axis) 
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Accepted

Rejected

72% Accepted 

Prop 200 Citizenship Documentation January 2006 – July 2012 

51,665 
Rejected 



Primary Primer 
(Reminder) 



August Primary Primer 

Registered as: Ballot: 



Voters not registered to a recognized party will only be 
able to select either an Americans Elect, Democratic, 

Green, or Republican ballot   
(the Libertarian Party has closed their Primary Election to only party members).   

Voters not 
registered 
to a 
recognized 
party can 
select their 
ballot 

NO PARTY 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.votesat16.org.uk/images/sites/217.206.220.36-3e2c1aed3bcbe8.89092991/14.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.votesat16.org.uk/news/000009/green_party_joins_votes_at_16_coalition.html&h=256&w=256&sz=14&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=0H8sx4ZVl3PsnM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=green+party&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.independentpartyct.com/images/bluelogosm.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.independentpartyct.com/contact.php&h=229&w=326&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=jpFoyAzuucdScM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=118&prev=/images?q=independent+party&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


No 
Candidate 

• It will be very 
important for 
voters to 
check the 
sample 
ballots prior 
to making a 
party 
selection… 



Precinct Committeepeople 
• Filed PC Petitions: 3,405 

– Rep: 2,916 

– Dem:     481 

– Lbt:         8 

• 639 uncontested races were cancelled 
& the PCs are considered elected by 
their applicable party (ARS 16-410). 

 



Precinct Committeepeople 
• In contested precincts the candidate’s 

names were drawn to determine ballot 
order. 

• This was done in 54 precincts: 

– 2 Democratic Races 

– 52 Republican Races 





 East Valley: 



Central Valley: 

 



West Valley: 



Precinct Committeepeople 
• This year there was a large increase 

in PCs filing as write-in candidates– 
908 to be exact! 

– Rep: 758 

– Dem: 149 

– Lbt:     1 

• To file as a write-in the candidate 
does not file nomination petitions, 
just paperwork. 



Precinct Committeepeople 
• In many cases these additional 

candidates caused the election to move 
forward rather than being cancelled. 

• This results in there being a total of 85 
precincts with separate ballots which 
contain PCs for voters registered to that 
party: 

– Rep: 81 

– Dem:   4 

• Two precincts got very complicated… 
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Lets talk about Candlelight… 

Nonpartisan 
Only 





Vote for 24 

• 54 candidates filed nomination 
petitions for this PC race. 

• There were no official write-in 
candidates (which, for PC, file 75 
days prior to the election). 

• Putting in the 24 unnecessary write-
in lines would have split the race 
between the front and the back of 
the ballot. 



Remember: In contested races the candidate’s names 
are drawn by random lot, they are not in alpha order: 

There were so many they can’t fit 
on one column either: 

 
 
 



All the candidates, and the number of 
signatures they filed are available on the 

candidate/campaign information webpage: 





• Including those who have withdrawn: 

 

 

 

 

 

• State offices re-route the public to the 
Secretary of State’s website: 



Registration Activity 



Registration 
• Registered Voters:  

– Active:   1,868,255 
– Inactive:     253,148 
– Total:   2,121,403 

• By Party (Active only): 
– AEL:               114 
– DEM:       513,245 
– GRN:           2,493 
– LBT:         14,283 
– REP:       699,906 
– OTH:        638,214 

 As of 7/8/2012 





% Eligible for Primary? 

Voters not registered as AEL, DEM, GRN, 
LBT, or REP will have to pick a party’s ballot. 



PEVL 

O 54 % of Registered Voters: 

O PEVL:       1,003,285 

O By Party (Active only): 

O 80% AEL:                 91 

O 58% DEM:      298,555 

O 53% GRN:           1,317 

O 45% LBT:            6,376 

O 59% REP:        415,435 

O 44% OTH:       281,511 





County 
Average 

54% 



Topics 

• Leading up to a Primary Election we 
always see voters changing parties, 
or perhaps “updating” their party. 

• Has 2012 been any different? 



To Ael

To Dem

To Grn

To Lbt

To Rep

To Oth

Voter Registration: Party Changes in June 



From Ael

From Dem

From Grn

From Lbt

From Rep

From Oth

Voter Registration: Party Changes in June 



June Party Changes: 
Dark= To   Light= From 
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2009-2012 Party Changes 
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To Dem

To Grn

To Lbt

To Rep

To Oth

2009-2012 YTD  Party Changes 

76,265 

41,253 

6280 

28,996 

981 



Consider: 
• Since the last presidential election, 

more than 150,000 voters have 
changed their political party 
affiliation. 

• Monthly averages to each party: 

– Dem:   725 

– Grn:     25 

– Lbt:   157 

– Rep: 1031 

– Oth: 1906 



Outreach Efforts 



• MCED has been very busy this summer! 

• We have been working with the 

–  Arizona Center for Disability Law,  

– Inter Tribal Council,  

– Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 
Community,  

– Catholic Charities, 

– San Lucy District Tohono O’odham Nation,  

– O’Connor Project,  

– A Bridge to Independent Living,  

– Gila River Indian Community, 

– the Alliance for Nonprofits—to name a few! 

 



Arizona Center for Disability Law 
Vote Training Events 

• Visited high school students around 
the Valley to discuss registration and 
how to effectively cast a ballot. 



Arizona Center for Disability Law 
Vote Training Events 

• Here Annie talks about preparing for 
Election Day. 

• Eligible students then registered & 
tried out the equipment: 



INS Ceremonies 
• We continue our registration efforts 

every Friday at the O’Connor Federal 
Courthouse & at special events such as 
the one on July 4th: 



Presentations 
• MCED is available to “talk elections” to 

your constituents! 



On a variety of subjects: 



Early Voting 



Initial Mailings on 1st Day of EV  
(Comparing this Primary to past Generals) 

239,189 171,495 155,999 
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But remember that 
1,003,285 are on 

the PEVL 



PEVL & OTH 

• As of July 23rd, there are 743,561 voters 
who have requested a ballot either by 
being on PEVL (including OTH who have 
designated which ballot they would like 
to receive), or by requesting a ballot for 
that election.  

• There are still thousands of voters who 
need to designate what ballot they want. 

• If they live in a city having an election 
they need to request the nonpartisan 
ballot if that is all they want. 



Online Information: 



 



 



• If the Primary is selected, it will not advance 
without the voter making a choice. 

• City/Town only (nonpartisan) ballots are 
available for eligible voters who want them. 



PEVL Notice 
• 90 days prior to the 

Primary Election all 
voters on the PEVL 
receive notification that 
they will get their ballot 
in the mail. 

• It allows them to: 
– Select  party ballot (if 

applicable) 
– Give a new mailing 

address 
– Opt to vote at the polls 
– Remove themselves 

from PEVL 
– Select a ballot 

language 



 



• More information regarding the 
Primary & City/Town elections: 



Party Selection 
• Printed in red to draw attention. 

• Nonpartisan option provided for 
voters who just want the 
municipal ballot: 



Sample Ballot 

• Unaffiliated voters get a sample ballot 
mailing containing all 4 party’s ballots & 
the following instructions (Americans Elect is 

added for 2012): 



Sample Ballot 

• Voters who are on the PEVL do not 
get a sample ballot—they receive 
the OFFICIAL ballot weeks prior. 



Alternative Formats: 
All PEVL voters have to pick ballot if they are OTH 
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EV Sites 



Early Voting Sites 
• In-person Early Voting starts on Thursday,  

August 2nd through August 24th  at most 
Early Voting locations. 

• Be sure to check the specific location as 
some satellite sites start on Monday, 
August 6th. 

 

• ALL Early Voting ends on FRIDAY AUGUST 
24th at 5:00PM (anyone in line at that 
time will be able to vote!) 



EV Locations: 
• There will be 11 Early Voting sites 

for the Primary Election. 

• They are all listed on the website: 

 



MCED Offices: 

 



Satellite Locations: 

Monday 

Monday 

Monday 



Recruitment 



Field Trouble Shooters 
• There will be 119 Trouble Shooters 

for this election. 



Boardworkers  
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Training 



Boardworker Classes:  
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Standard Class Training Manual 





Training 
• Boardworkers attend a training class 

prior to each election: 



Primary Election 

Arizona has Semi-Open Primaries 
• Voters registered in a recognized Political Party MUST 

vote that party’s ballot. 

• Party affiliation and ballot stripe will be listed in the 

PRECINCT REGISTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballot Stripe:  GOLD 

Party Affiliation: Republican  

 



Primary Election 

Arizona has Semi-Open Primaries 
 

• Voters not registered in one of these parties 

(designated OTH in the registers and roster) may 

choose a ballot.   

 

 

Party Affiliation: OTHER  

 



Open Primary – OTH Voters 

Use the 3 letter abbreviations below to indicate on the Signature 

Roster & Provisional Ballot form line 3 which ballot the OTH voter 

selected. 

 REPUBLICAN = REP   

 DEMOCRAT = DEM    

 NON PARTISAN = NON   

 GREEN = GRN 

 AMERICANS  

    ELECT = AEL    

 



Open Primary – OTH Voters 

• Only OTH voters are allowed to choose 

their ballot.  

 

• OTH voters cannot choose the 

Libertarian LBT ballot because  

 of a court case. 

 



Bilingual Class 
• In June we went over the 

bilingual boardworker 
allocations. 

• Those workers will be invited 
to attend an optional class that 
focuses on providing quality 
assistance to voters. 

• Their language skills are 
assessed by our Bilingual 
Coordinator to ensure they 
have the proficiency to aid 
voters on Election Day. 



• We adopt the curriculum to each 
election to prepare workers for that 
specific election: 



Here Leticia 
covers how to 
complete the 

provisional form 
& why it is so 

important. 

Leticia also goes into 
detail about how to 
correctly assist the 

voter in casting their 
ballot. 



 

Maricopa County  

Elections Department 

 

Bilingual Boardworker Training 

Primary Election 

August 28th, 2012 



What ballot does the voter get? 



Ballot Styles 

• If a voter is registered to a recognized party THEY 

CANNOT select any other ballot. 

• If the voter says that they have re-registered to a 

different party than what is listed in the Signature 

Roster, they will have to vote a provisional ballot.  Be 

sure to list the ballot style on the provisional form: 



Ballot Styles & Party Affiliation 
• Voters who are not registered as  AEL, DEM, GRN, LBT, or REP will be 

listed in the Signature Roster as OTH. 

 

 

 

• Once they select their ballot they cannot get another party’s ballot.  

• Direct the voter to the posted Sample Ballots if they are unsure which 

ballot they want 

• Be sure to record which ballot style the voter has selected: 

 



Eligible voters 

• If a voter insists that they changed their party prior to 

the registration dead line: 

– BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR ADD-ON LIST!! 

– If the voter does not appear anywhere in the roster 

AND they insist that they registered before the 

deadline then  the voter is going to HAVE TO VOTE A 

PROVISIONAL BALLOT. 



*Boardworkers receive instruction in both English & Spanish 

during bilingual class. On this slide we discuss the municipal 

elections and that voters have the option of nonpartisan races. 



The Primary is open to all 

voters. 

True 

 

False 

Affiliated voter 

vote their party of 

registration, 

others can select 

from: AEL, DEM, 

GRN, or REP 



Voters on the Permanent Early 

Voting List (PEVL) who aren’t 

registered to a recognized party 

had to advise which ballot they 

wanted mailed to them. 

True 

 

False 

All voters on the PEVL 

received a 90 day notification 

and OTH voters were asked to 

let us know what ballot they 

wanted mailed to them. 



By selecting a party’s ballot it 

registers the voter to that 

party. 

True 

 

False 

The only way to 

add or change a 

party is by 

completing a 

registration form. 



A registered voter registered 

to a recognized party can 

select another party’s ballot if 

they want. 

True 

 

False 

Voters can only be 

provided the party’s 

ballot for the party 

they are registered to. 

If they want to have 

that option they need 

to re-register without a 

party. 



If a voter says they changed their 

party to something other than the 

way they are in the roster, they get 

whatever party’s ballot they want. 

True 

 

False 

Check the add-on list, if 

they aren’t there they 

HAVE TO VOTE A 

PROVISIONAL BALLOT.  

MCED will determine 

their eligibility. 



Polling Places 



Summary 
• We went over the polling place 

allocations in the June meeting, so 
will focus on what has changed since 
then. 

• We have had a total of 6 changes. 

• We had 3 facilities deny. 

• We found a facility within a precinct 
so moved voters who were formerly 
going outside the precinct. & 

• We had 2 administrative errors that 
we caught (good time to do so, before 
voter notifications went out). 



• In Guadalupe the polling location is 
moved from Town Hall to El Tianguis 
Mercado which is right down the 
street: 

• 9201               9241 S Avenida Del Yaqui 

 



• In Tempe we consolidated Tempe 7 & 
Tempe 14 into the Victory precinct,  they 
should have been assigned to the St. 
Margaret’s Catholic Church but were 
assigned in error to the Cascade MHP.  



• Although the MHP 
is more centrally 
located, the church 
has huge parking 
lots that will 
benefit voters on 
Election Day. 

• In 2009 voters in 
the area worked to 
ensure that the 
church was used 
and the church 
made many 
structural 
improvements to 
ensure ADA 
compliance. 



Enid Park Precinct area voters have been voting outside of 
their precinct at the Cornerstone Church due to denials 
from other facilities within the precinct. For the fall 2012 
elections we will now be able to send them to the Citadel 
Retirement Community Apartments: 



Electioneering: 

• There were more statutory changes 
to electioneering that will be in play 
for the Primary Election for the first 
time. 

• Here is how we are covering it in 
Bilingual Class: 



Lets talk about the new law on electioneering 

NOW THAT YOU KNOW WHAT IS ON THE BALLOT, 



The law has changed (AGAIN!): 



• So, voters can wear anything they want when 

they are in the polling place to vote, but they 

cannot TELL people who to vote for: 



This doesn’t change the reasons why 

someone can be within the 75 feet: 

• To vote. 

• To assist someone in voting. 

• To work the polls (boardworkers & troubleshooters). 

• As an official observer (political parties & DOJ). 



Not sure the public is onboard 
with this one! 

Arizona Republic reader poll  7/17/2012 



IMPORTANT DATES: 

• July 30th:  Close of Registration 

• August 2nd: Early Voting Begins 

• August 2nd: Early Ballots Mail 

• August 17th: Last Day to Request Ballot 

   &/or Specify Party for EV 

• August 24th: Early Voting Ends @5PM 
  (Anyone in line at 5 votes) 

• August 28th: ELECTION DAY! 

• August 31st: Last Day for Voter ID 



Clean Election Candidate 
pamphlets are here! 

• Pick them up 
in the lobby 

• More than a 
box? Dock 
door #1! 




